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June 24 May was a great month for the San Antonio Bonsai Society. Mike Lane was wonderful
Progressive as he worked with multiple members at two workshops. SABS always enjoys having
Workshop & BYOT  Mike Lane in San Antonio every year. Mike told me that he always loves coming to
Workshop, Lions San Antonio and I would encourage all future boards to continue the tradition of
Field, 5:30pm inviting him to San Antonio every year. I would like to thank Kevin and Hattie P. for

hosting both of Mike Lane’s workshops as well as the BBQ at their beautiful property.

The June meeting should be a lot of fun. Brandon Baldauf, an extraordinarily talented

June 27/28th Bonsai artist from Bastrop, will be at the June 11" meeting. His topic will be the

Bonsai Exhibit, SA potting of bonsai trees. He is not only fast at potting but, also, has great skill including

Botanical Gardens the basket tie down. I encourage club members to bring up to two bonsai for repotting

at the meeting. Please bring pots, soil, wire, mesh and tools. Whatever you do not

SIGN UP HERE finish can be completed at home with the skills learned from Brandon. Brandon will
also bring some trees for sale and for the raffle.

Additional events
listed on page 5

Meetings held at the
Lions Field Center 2809
Broadway, SATX 78209

unless mentioned
differently



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4BA8AF2CA1FF2-sanantonio
mailto:millermillerlaw@aol.com
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Joining SABS may attend i
2D ATEEHTIE & . SEEP B by Carl D. Richard M.,

Membership forms
available at each
meeting and on website.

mcdixon117@agmail.com

The club bustled with activities in May! The soil mixer on 2 May was very productive.
We made more soil than last year. This is a good money maker for the club as the sale
Congratulate these of all the soil will bring in more than $1000. Thanks to those who labored for many
Members on their hours mixing soil. The weather was good and the friendship was great! Buy a bucket
Membership of soil and support the club! This soil works very well for all but completely finished

Anniversary in 2026 bonsai.
On 9 May, Ryan, Kevin and Hattie put on an exhibit at the Asian Resource’s Asian

o years Festival. We are very appreciative of the time and efforts to promote the club!

Gabe, Karin, The regular club meeting (14 May) featured accomplished bonsai expert Mike Lane,
Richard, Kurt, & who amazingly styled 3 pre-bonsai trees in record time. The bonsais were auctioned to
Janet three lucky winners (Penny, Carlos, and Nunzio) on the patio after we had to vacate

the meeting room at 7:30pm. Mike was his usual outstanding self, not only styling the
10 years trees, but answering questions and explaining his thinking and philosophy on a broad

. range of bonsai topics. Extremely rewarding experience.
Diane & Steve . : : .
16 May was the much-anticipated Bonsai Booze and Bash at Kevin and Hattie’s. Those

20-30 years not attending missed a wonderful time. Great food and a happy hour like get-together.
Those attending Mike Lane’s workshops at the event killed two birds with one stone.
Louie (20), Nancy Mike again did a super job of educating, pointing out the potential of the participants’
(20), Tom (20), trees and starting them out on a path to achieve that potential. What a fantastic way of
Irene (20), Jay (25), gaining guidance from someone with a load of bonsai knowledge and skill. Also, many
Kevin (26), Hattie thanks to Hattie and Kevin for hosting and for their many hours of preparation for this
(26) Donn,a (27) event. Hattie said she spent all day Friday dusting her fantastic collection of figurines.

Chuck (30), & Pat 30 May will be the Bonsai Display at the Festival of Flowers at the Shrine Auditorium.
(30)’ Display tables are all spoken for, but anyone interested in helping set up, answering
attendees’ questions, etc. is welcome to participate.

31+ years Thursday June 11t
: Regular Club Meeting (Tropical Repotting): Fewer activities are scheduled for June
Alfred (35), David bu‘[g there is still a googd linepup. Thepll Ju%le Meeting features Brandon Baldauf who
(44), Paul (45), will demonstrate repotting a Sea Hibiscus tree. He will also supply several (approx. 9
Dawn (45), & Jack - 11) smaller Sea Hibiscus trees and oversee hands-on potting of these trees by
(46) volunteer club members. The trees will be auctioned at the end of the meeting. We

supply soil and pots.

Vice-President’s message continued on page 6.
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Monthly
Food/Bev.

_ - e June
Photos/Recognitions iR, Gabe H. &
| Mike Lane Demo; Booze, Bonsai, & BBQ; . Bruce B.

Asian Festival Exhibit; & Festival of Flowers Exhibit

July
Ester R. & Evelyn K.

Club Soil

$25/6.5 gal.
(Club Members)

$30/6.5 gal.
(Non-Members)

Bonsai Tree Care
by
The San Antonio
! Bonsai Society. Inc.

Care Book $30

Email Ryan O. at
bonsaiode@gmail.com for
details or delivery to
meetings




Monthlv T|DS by H. Drew G.

The Second Flush: Decandling Japanese Black Pine in Central Texas

If you’ve ever followed a Japanese black pine decandling schedule from a book or
online guide and wondered why your results didn’t match the photos, the answer is
probably climate. Techniques developed in Japan or the Pacific Northwest often need
significant adjustment here in Central Texas, where our long summers, intense heat,
and extended growing season change how black pines respond - and when.

Decandling is one of the most important refinement techniques available for Pinus
thunbergii. Done correctly, it produces shorter needles, increased ramification, and
denser foliage pads. Done at the wrong time or on the wrong tree, it can weaken the
tree or produce coarse, unbalanced growth.

For growers in San Antonio and surrounding areas, the ideal decandling window is
typically late May through mid-June, with the sweet spot for most healthy, refined
trees falling around June 1-15.

Why Timing Matters

Decandling works by removing spring growth after it hardens off, forcing the tree to
produce a second flush of buds and shoots - essentially replacing one shoot with two,
and producing needles that are noticeably shorter and more refined. (The Japanese
term for this is me-kiri, meaning “bud-cutting.”) In cooler climates, growers often
decandle later in the season. Here in Texas, however, our extended heat allows for an

earlier schedule because the trees have plenty of time to push and mature a second
flush before fall.

Earlier decandling generally produces stronger regrowth, longer needles, and more
vigorous buds. Later decandling creates weaker growth, shorter needles, and finer
ramification - which gives growers the ability to intentionally balance energy
throughout the tree.

Branch-by-Branch Timing Strategy

One of the biggest mistakes beginners make is decandling the entire tree on the same
day. Experienced black pine growers instead stagger the timing based on branch
strength.

Strong Areas

The apex and outer branches are usually the most vigorous. These areas should be
decandled first - generally during the last week of May through the first week of June
after the strongest areas have already been cut back.

Weak Lower Branches
Lower branches and weaker interior growth are decandled last, often during the
second week of June and occasionally into the third week, depending on the tree’s

COLLECTED TREES,
BONSAI TREES,
PRE-BONSAI &
STARTER MATERIAL
OPEN I & 3% SATURDAYS

1 AM-4PM
AND BY APPOINTMENT

i Pots &

Japanese Maples

- 100"s of Unigue Pots in stock!

- Pre-Bonsai Maples available!
Text/call (512) 695-2728

4 www. . AustinBonsaiPots.cam
- JonWoaodBonsai@gmail.com

SABS MEMBERS RECEIVE
10% OFF! USE SABS2026

PARKING ON STREET

SHOP ONLINE, SIGN UP FOR WORKSHOPS, & BOOK A VISIT AT:

HIGHWATERBONSALICOM
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Species
Highlight

Carmona microphylla is a
shrub growing to 40” in
height, with long,
straggling, slender
branches. Its leaves are
usually 2" long & 4" — 1"
wide, & may vary in size,
texture, & color. It has
small white flowers with
tiny fruit ripening to
brownish orange.

The plant occurs widely in
Taiwan, Indonesia, Japan,
China, & Australia. It has
become an invasive weed
in Hawaii where it is a
popular ornamental plant
& where the seeds are
thought to be spread by
fruit-eating birds.

Fukien Tea’'s name is
derived from its place of
origin, Fukien or Fujian,
China.

Fukien Teas are popular in
Penjings in China. The
leaves are used
medicinally in the
Philippines to treat cough,
colic, diarrhea &
dysentery.

While normally an indoor
bonsai, Fukien Teas love
our summer sun and heat
and thrive outside.
Temperatures above 70°
& it’s happy.

They also like damp soill
and high humidity.

Susceptible to spider
mites, scale, and
whiteflies.




July

July 9th
Club Meeting on
BYOT Tropical
Repotting Bonsai,
Lions Field, 5:30pm

July 18t
Rainbow Gardens
Lecture/Demo, RG

Thousand Oaks,
10am

July 22nd
Progressive
Workshop & BYOT
Workshop, Lions
Field, 5:30pm

Monthly Tips c.

overall health. Delaying these weaker areas helps preserve strength and encourages
more balanced growth across the entire bonsai.

This staggered approach is one of the keys to developing refined black pine bonsai -
and one of the clearest signs of an experienced hand at work.

Important: Not Every Pine Should Be Decandled

Decandling is a refinement technique, not a development technique. Trees that are
newly collected, recently repotted, weak, or still in trunk-development stages should
not be decandled. These trees need their energy directed toward recovery and growth,
not refinement. Healthy, vigorous trees in active refinement respond best.

For trees that aren’t quite ready, consider alternatives: reducing older needles to
lower density, or removing only half of each new candle rather than the entire shoot.

Summer Care in Texas

Central Texas heat introduces another layer of management after decandling. A
common approach is to fertilize heavily through spring to build strength, then pull
back for several weeks immediately after decandling. Once summer buds are
established, moderate feeding resumes.

Water management becomes critical in the weeks following decandling. Refined
pines in shallow bonsai containers may require watering twice daily during peak
summer heat, especially during stretches above 100°F. While Japanese black pine
loves full sun, even this species can benefit from afternoon shade during the harshest
part of July and August.

Spider mites are another significant concern during hot weather. They thrive in warm,
dry conditions and populations can explode quickly in a Texas summer. Inspect
needles and the underside of growth weekly; a miticide or strong water spray applied
early is far more effective than reacting to a full infestation. There should be no mercy
when it comes to spider mites - act fast.

Fall Refinement

The work does not end after decandling season. Autumn is often when the tree’s
refinement really begins to show. From October into November, growers can reduce
excess buds, perform needle pulling, improve light penetration, and refine branch
structure.

Strong shoots may be reduced to fewer needle pairs, while weaker areas are left with
more foliage to maintain energy balance. Autumn rewards the patient grower - and
the work done in June pays dividends through October.

A Different Climate Requires a Different Calendar

Many black pine care schedules found online are written for Japan, the Pacific
Northwest, or the Northeast United States. Central Texas growers should not assume
those timelines apply here.

Our climate accelerates growth significantly and learning to work with that heat -
rather than against a foreign calendar - is one of the most important steps toward
building high-quality Japanese black pine bonsai in Texas. The good news: our long
summers are actually an asset.

When timed properly, decandling transforms black pine from a coarse, vigorous tree
into one capable of extraordinary refinement and age. If you have questions about
decandling or black pine care in the San Antonio climate, I’'m happy to talk through
it at the next SABS meeting.




Vice-President’'s Message (cont.)

Thursday June 11t (cont.)

Brandon started exploring bonsai in 2012 by accidentally repotting an Oak tree from a garlic chive garden plant.
Realizing by growing a tree in a container, one is practicing the basics of bonsai; he began to study bonsai with
passion. After moving to Austin in 2014, he was the president of Austin Bonsai Society and on the board for five
years planning public events and scheduling guest artists for lecture demos. In 2018 he started a bonsai nursery called
Hawk Eye Bonsai where he continues to share his knowledge and experience with bonsai enthusiasts in the form of
lecture demos, training, and displays at bonsai conventions and exhibitions. His focus is on Texas native tree species
as the main selection of material for displays attempting to replicate unique Texas landscapes in the miniature form
as bonsai. In May of 2025, Brandon moved to Bastrop to begin the journey of setting up his permanent nursery and
bonsai garden overlooking the Colorado River. His four children share in his interest and practice keeping trees as
well, it is a fun time watching the trees grow.

Wednesday June 24"

Progressive and BYOT Workshops. This is the regular monthly workshops for those who purchased trees for
Kevin’s progressive bonsai hands-on instruction class and Ryan’s BYOT hands-on instruction for anyone who would
like advice on any specific tree. Bring in any tree for advice or just work on one of your own trees in pleasant company.
Let’s see how the progressive trees are coming along. Wire, tools, etc. will be available as needed.

Saturday/Sunday June 27/28%

Botanical Gardens Exhibit: The Botanical Gardens Exhibit is by far the best venue available to us for showing off
our trees and the many hours and resources we have dedicated to them. The vast majority of the attendees are very
appreciative. Sign up to display your best trees. There will be Lecture/Demonstration on both days from 9am to
11:30am. Any volunteers want to present and work on a tree? Our display will be available on Saturday from 10am
to S5pm and Sunday from 10am to 4pm. Set-up on Saturday morning begins at 8am with all displays ready to go by
9:45am. Our exhibit is in the classrooms near the vegetable gardens, and the lecture/demos are in the Betty Kelso
Center.

Have a great bonsai month. Thank God for all the rain!!!

Who can relate to this?

10682 Bandera Rd,
San Antonio, TX
78250
210-647-7900
Serving San Antonio

gardeners for over
39 years!

thegardencenter.com ﬁTheGardenCenterSA




The informal upright style (Moyogi) is considered the most popular shape in all
bonsai, especially suited to our native Ashe Juniper.

Our logo, represented by this informal style stands for the informal nature of the San
Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc. This popular, interesting style depicts the objectives of
the Society - promoting participation and enjoyment of Bonsai.

The emblem was adopted as the official logo in September 1977.

San Antonio . _ . o
Bonsai Society, For additional information please visit SABS at

Inc. (SABS)

Website: Sanantoniobonsai.org

All correspondence
should be

addressed to: Facebook: @sanantoniobonsai

San Antonio
Bonsai Society,
Inc.

27925 Bonn

Mountain YouTube: Click Here!!
San Antonio,

Texas, 78260

Instagram: @sanantoniobonsai

info@sanantoniob Annual Membership Dues:
onsai.org
Individual $30
President: )
Richard M. Family $50
Vice President: Senior (65+) Individual: $25
Carl D.
Senior (65+) Family: $40
Treasurer:
Drew G. Individual Nametag: $15
Secretary:
Rob M.
Board of Directors at
Large:
Cheryl B., Penny B, The San Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc. is a member of the Lone Star Bonsai
Kevin P., Hattie P., & Federation, Inc., Bonsai Clubs International, and the American Bonsai Society.

Gill P.
SABS is a non-profit 501¢ (3) organization.

Newsletter Editor: Ryan O. at bonsaiode@gmail.com

Adpvertising for SA Bonsai News is based on the minimum size of 3" by 2" for $35 per year. Single ads of the above size can be run for $5.
Ads must be camera ready. The Editor must receive changes in existing ads by the 20" of the month preceding the month of publication. Send
ads and payment to San Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc., Attn: Advertising, 27925 Bonn Mountain, San Antonio, Texas, 78260. For situations
other than the above, please contact the Editor, bonsaiode@gmail.com. Original articles from SA Bonsai News may be reprinted only in their
entirety. Full credit must be given the author and to SA Bonsai News.
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