
President’s Message 
Jay N.  

bonsai-jay @satx.rr.com 

 

Hello my Fellow Bonsai Enthusiasts! 

         I don’t know what to say or tell you. The 
Lions Field Adult and Senor Center is still 
closed.  Just practice patience at this time.  
We are looking at other ways we can commu-
nicate and practice our bonsai get together.   

 Well, summer has really slammed us 
and much attention needs to be followed for 
the health of your bonsai. There are 100°+ 
temperatures forecast for the next week with 
little chance of rain.  

 It’s the time of year to be repotting          
semi-tropical and tropical trees.  The repot-
ting techniques, tips, and tricks you’ve 
learned previously will serve well for these 
plants also.     After care is always important, 
direct sunlight and too much water can be 
harmful to newly repotted trees.. 

 Please read the article on July Bonsai 
Care reprinted with permission from the 
Houston Club. 

  Be safe, stay healthy,  Jay 
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All meetings are held on the second 
Thursday, 6:30 pm, at Lions Field Adult 

Community Center, Broadway at 

Mulberry St., SA, TX. 78209 

      BONSAI 101:—CANCELLED FOR NOW 

 

 JULY PROGRAM: CANCELLED 

 

CONVENTION 2020 HAS BEEN  

CANCELLED.   

KEEP THE FAITH WE WILL BE TOGETHER 
AGAIN AND SABS BONSAI WILL LIVE ON. 

THE BOARD MEMBERS ARE LOOKING AT 
ALTERNATIVE WAYS WE CAN SOCIALIZE 

AND CONTINUE LEARNING ABOUT    
BONSAI. 

BONSAI CALENDAR 



 SNIPS AND CLIPS     PAGE 2                                                                                    JULY 2020 

AZALEA 

  Keep trees under shade, either underneath a large tree or   
 under 40% shade cloth. 

  Water regularly, but make sure the soil is not overly wet. 

  Mist once or twice in the afternoon if possible. 

  Keep an eye out for aphids, scale, mealy bugs and thrips.  
 Treat as needed. 

BALD CYPRESS 

  Fertilize with a general purpose fertilizer such as Osmocote 
 (slow release), fish emulsion or Miracle Gro.  The rate of             
 release of nutrients from Osmocote depends on the tempera-
 ture, and the current heat wave causes the nutrients to be 
 dumped into the soil very quickly.  A better alternative is    
 Florakan which was developed for golf courses in Florida and 
 can be purchased on-line. 

  Wire/Prune 

  Keep an eye on any wire on the tree.  Bald Cypress grow 
 quickly and wire will cut in very fast. 

  Remove new buds where you do not want a branch to grow. 

  Remember that Bald Cypress love water.  Keep well watered or 
 place in a pan of water.  Use “mosquito dunks” in the water. 

BOXWOOD 

  Wire and prune if the tree is healthy.  Healthy trees will have 
mature leaves that are dark green, and will produce new shoots 
that start out light green. 

Cont’d page 3 

JULY BONSAI CARE 
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  Boxwood can be worked almost any time of year, but try not to do 
 too much at once (don’t prune heavily and then repot for example. 

  Repot 

  Fertilize using a balanced NPK fertilizer. 

DECIDUOUS 

  Many deciduous trees become semi-dormant during the heat of 
 summer.  Fertilize very lightly. 

  Check regularly for fungus and insect infestations and treat          
 accordingly. 

  Consider moving trees into shadier locations if you see any          
 evidence of leaf burn.    Definitely move Maples into shady spots. 

JAPANESE BLACK PINE 

  Beginning around July 10, decandle your black pines, beginning 
 with the largest and ending with the smallest.  After decandling,      
 remove fertilizer cakes and withhold fertilizer completely until new 
 buds have opened and hardened. 

  Black Pines can get needle cast fungus.  Treat prophylatically every 
 3-4 weeks alternating Daconil with copper fungicide. 

JUNIPER 

  Be especially vigilant of spider mites during the hot summer.  They 
 love junipers and seem to propagate much faster in the heat and 
 humidity of our summers. 

  Junipers can be “cleaned” at any time.  Remove old, dead foliage 
 and downward growing foliage.  Done both to promote health and 
 to prepare the tree for styling. 

  Fertilize. Junipers appreciate a moderate level of fertilizer year 
 round. 
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TROPICALS, cont’d from page 3 

 Repotting season is in full swing in July.  When you repot, it is 
good to partially defoliate the tree to help balance the foliage with 
the reduced root ball. 

 Monitor for insects and fungi and respond accordingly. 

 Summer is prime time for tropical work.  You can prune and wire.  
Consider partial defoliation to help light reach the inner portions 
of the tree and develope fine interior branching. 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 The cultivation of dwarf potted trees is documented in China as 
early as the Tsin Dynasty (265-420 A. D.)  In the late 13th Century,  
the art spread to Japan where the design of such trees was refined 
to represent natural tree forms.  The Japanese translation of  
“Bonsai”  and the Chinese translation of  “Penjing” or  “Pensai”  are 
“tree in pot”. 

 The goal of Bonsai cultivation is to capture, in miniature, the 
beauty and essence of a large, mature tree in its natural setting. 

 The creation of Bonsai requires much care and patience.   
Characteristics such as a stout trunk,  strong roots,  and good 
branching suggest a tree’s maturity. 

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR  

THE SAN ANTONIO BONSAI SOCIETY 

$30 individual 

$50 family 

$25 senior 60+ 

$40 senior family 
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The informal upright style (Moyogi) is consid-
ered the most popular shape in all bonsai, 
especially suited to our native Ashe Juniper. 

 

Our logo, represented by this informal style 
stands for the informal nature of the San 
Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc. This popular, 
interesting style depicts the objectives of the 
Society—promoting participation and enjoy-
ment of Bonsai. 

The emblem was adopted as the official logo 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: two2views@yahoo.ocm 

Technical Support to Board of Directors    Ryan O. 

FACEBOOK: @sanantoniobonsai       TWITTER: SATXBonsai    

INSTAGRAM: @sanantoniobonsai 

THE SAN ANTONIO BONSAI SOCIETY, INC. 

sanantoniobonsai.org 

 

Advertising for Snips 'N Clips is based on the minimum size of 3 1/2" by 2 1/2" for $35 per year. Single ads of the above size can be run for 
$5. Ads must be camera ready. The Editor must receive changes in existing ads by the 20th of the month preceding the month of publica-
tion. Send ads and payment to San Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc., Attn: Advertising, P.O. Box 6658, San Antonio, Texas, 78209. For situa-
tions other than the above, please contact the Editor, two2views@yahoo.com. Original articles from Snips 'N Clips may be reprinted only in 
their entirety. Full credit must be given the author and to Snips 'N Clips. 

All correspondence should be addressed to: 

  San Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc. 

 P.O. Box 6658 

     San Antonio, Texas, 78209 

  The San Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc. is a member of the Lone Star Bonsai Federation, Inc. 

    Bonsai Clubs International, and the . American Bonsai Society, 

SABS is a non-profit 501c (3) organization Newsletter editor: Donna D. two2views@yahoo.com         

    San Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc.  P.O. Box 6658  San Antonio, Texas, 78209 


