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‘A busy month for the club: Guy
Guidry, guest artist conducted a workshop at
Sculptural Designs with several participants,
Oscar G. is learning from the best.

That evening Guy conducted a lecture/
demo, he is using the torch to create an aged
jin.

Al Pina was the lucky winner of the
demonstration tree.

Then the club participated in the Asian
Festival at Institute of Texan Cultures for the
day, a very large crowd attended the
festivities.

Finally, (without pictures) the club
attended the Home & Garden Show at the
Alamo Dome at the end of the month.
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a series developed and presented in

After cleaning off the original soil,
the next step in the preparation of a
collected or field-grown tree is the
pruning and arrangement of the sur-
face roots.

A good nebari consists of thick
roots growing radially from all sides
of the trunk, emerging at the same
level and entering the soil gradually
and smoothly.

It is not necessary (in fact, it is
very rare) for the nebari to be fully
shaped in the first pruning. But it is
certain that with pruning off the un-
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necessary roots, the rest will thicken
and grow more rapidly. Pruning of
the roots that are growing strongly
downward has the same effect: by
eliminating them, the growth of the
surface roots is enhanced, however
weak they may be.

Unnecessary roots are: those
that plunge abruptly into the soil,
those that emerge curled up or on
top of other roots, those that grow
out from the trunk at odd angles,
those that cross over each other and
those that are excessively thick in

1. After cleaning away the
soil, the pruning of the surface
roots begins.

2. The basic tools are pruning
cutters or root pruners.

3. Prune off all the strong roots that are
growing downward.

4. Those that plunge abruptly into the
soil can be raised with the help of a
wooden stick.

5. Reduce all the cuts with a chisel or
gouge and, if they are above the level of
the soil, cover them with sealing paste.

6. Now it is already possible to observe
the root structure. Its depth ensures that
asufficiently shallow pot can be used in
the future.

7. Detail of the rootball after pruning.
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~comparison with the rest. Another

problem that ought to be corrected is
an excessive number of. surface
roots. In this case keep the thickest
and the best situated, cutting off the
fine and weak ones.

After cutting.off a thick root with a
root pruner reduce the wound with a
chisel and apply sealing paste. It is
very important to protect any wound
at the base of the trunk with paste as
this is the area that is most sensitive
to stagnant water and, therefore, to
rotting.




In some cases correcting the
arowth of a root does not require
oruning. Moreover, changing the
direction of growth is always prefer-
able to pruning. For that reason
tending to the surface roots when
the tree is young and its roots are
thin and flexible is always recom-

mended.

On this page a 10 year old black
pine grown from seed is shown, an
example in which crossed, curved
and curled up roots spoil the beauty
of the tree.

The various operations for the
correction of roots without pruning

include separating them by means
of a stone, shaping them with the aid
of a prop and separating those that
have grown together with a razor
blade. The best time for all these
operations in the very early spring,
from February to the beginning of
March, before the tree buds.

%

If the roots are still sufficiently
flexible, it is possible to
rearrange them without prun-
ing minimizing the stress on
the tree

Remove the unnecessary ones
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If the information for the next section
is needed now, contact the editor.
two2views@yahoo.com
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INTERNATIONAL BONSAI CALENDAR 2015

6-7 March 2015 : Spring Symposium '15: Hinoki Cypress & More hosted by the Central
Virginia Bonsai Society at the Community Room of the Lynchburg Public Library. Featuring

Bill Valavanis on Bonsai Display & Aes thetics and Hinoki Cypress Bonsai. Registration is
$20 + workshop fees. Details from Julian Adams at 434 -384-7951 or CVBS, 1721
Langhorne Road, Lynchburg, VA 24503.

MARCH 8: San Antonio Bonsai Club Grapevine dig in Victoria, TX check with Ryan f  or more
information, bonsaiode@gmail.com

6-8 March 2015 : 3rd National Bonsai Exhibition  at Ruben Zayas Montanez in Trujillo Alto
Puerto Rico. Details at peybonsai@aol.com .

MARCH 12: San Antonio Bonsai Society, 7 pm, Lions Field Community Center, Broadway and
Mulberry: Bring Your Own Texas Native or other species and experienced members will assist
throughout the evening.

MARCH 14 & 15: Fanick’'s Nursery, 1025 Holmgreen Rd, SA, TX, 78220 is featuring the makers
of HAPPY FROG fertilizer. Visit and get a 10% discount with your membership badge. See
website for more details:  www.sanantoniobonsai.org

Friday & Saturday, 27 -28 March 2015 from 9 -5: LCBS Annual Exhibit will be held in conjunction
with the SWLA Garden Conference & Expo at Burton Coliseum. Setup will be on Thursday, 26
March from 9-5:30 with a preview party that evening. Details and updates are available at
http://www.gardenfest.com

PARTS OF THE BONSAI CALENDAR COUR TESY OF ALAN WALKER, LCBS

FANICK'S GARDEN CENTER
With knoWledgeable staff to assist you

Email; fanicks @aol.com
Website: fanicksnurserycom

1025 holmgre en rd
San antonio, tx 78220
210- 648- 1303

Fanicks Garden Center has been in business for 75 years. Family owned they give
members of garden clubs a 10% discount on purch ases. This year on March 14 -15
the makers of “HAPPY FROG” fertilizer will be holding a event at the nursery. Be sure

and bring along your name tag to assure your 10% discount.
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