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Upcoming
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Events

March

March 7t
The Garden Center
Nursery’s 40"
Anniversary Party.
Noon to 4pm

March 12t
Club Meeting, Show
& Tell, Lions Field,
5:30pm

March 21st
Grand Opening of
High Water Bonsai

Co., 11am-4pm

March 25t
Progressive and
BYOT Workshops,
Lions Field, 5:30pm

Additional events
listed on Page 5

Meetings held at the
Lions Field Center 2809
Broadway, SATX 78209

unless mentioned
differently
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PreSident,S Message by Richard M., millermillerlaw@aol.com

NEW CLUB MEETING TIMES AT LIONS FIELD
5:30 PM TO 7:45 PM

January and February were very eventful months. January saw the major bonsai event
over several days at the San Antonio Botanical Garden — we had 74 trees on display.
Matt Turner gave a great presentation to the public regarding the beautiful Longwood
Garden in Pennsylvania and followed with a demonstration on a wonderful large,
collected Cedar Elm. Carl Dixon presided over the February meeting where Zack
Adamz worked on another large, collected Cedar Elm and brought sale items. I heard
the meeting went great. On February 24", Randy Bennett, from Louisiana held a very
informative workshop for SABS members at the Lions Field. Members brought a
variety of trees including Bald Cypress, Chinese Elm, and a Japanese Black Pine, to
name a few. | can say that all participants had fun and wanted the workshop to last
longer. We have to follow the new closing hours at Lions Field, and I can say that they
are really strict now.

On February 28", many SABS members gathered at Don B.’s house who graciously
hosted Jennier Price who is a gifted bonsai artist. Jennifer worked on a huge
assortment of trees including Japanese and Kingsville Boxwoods, Ashe Juniper,
procumbens Nana Juniper, Cedar Elm, Elaeagnus, Portulacaria afra, and Japanese
Blak Pine, to name a few. Jennifer was a ballerina before becoming a bonsai artist. |
have fun saying that my first experience using power tools on a bonsai was at a
seminar conducted by a ballerina/bonsai artist a number of years ago. The list of events
goes on with two digs in February and the Asian Festival on February 21 and 22"

Membership in SABS offers many opportunities for learning and having fun with this
hobby such as when Vicki A., Don B., Jay N. and I had a great experience in Japan at
the 100™ anniversary of the Kokufu-ten exhibition, two weeks ago. We also saw many
amazing bonsai nurseries throughout Japan. The tour was led by Bonsai artists,
Andrew Robson and Jonas Dupuich. Vicki, Don, Jay and I have briefly talked about
doing a slide show presentation for the club. Details to follow.
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Please Welcome

our Newest
Member(s)

Jerry S., Todd O., ==l Y g . : ,
Allan M. & Laura “ ¥ \Vice-President’s
- Message

by Carl D. Richard M.,
mcdixon117@gmail.com

Those considering
Joining SABS may attend
a free meeting.
Membership forms
available at each
meeting and on website.

Club activities for March are a little less hectic than last month. Just to review, at the
end of January, almost February, we had a guest speaker (Matt Turner) and a large,
very successful, weekend show of our best trees at the Botanical Gardens (great venue).
Lots of positive comments from fairy large group of visitors. In February, we enjoyed
Zach Adamz as our guest speaker at the regular monthly meeting. Forty-one members
attended (very good turnout!) We had another show of our trees at the Asian Festival.
Congratulate these Lots of onlookers, picked up quite a few potential new club members, sold some
Members on their merchandise, and added some good publicity for the club. At the end of the month, we
Membership had two accomplished bonsai artists for workshops - Randy Bennet and Jennifer Price.

) ) Not many clubs offer this variety Bonsai opportunities, well worth the price of Club
LULNINEICERUPAVZLIN  \cnmbership. Thanks to all those members who contrlbuted time and effort (more than
it might appear) to put on the shows.

Saturday March 7t

Gabe, Karin, A major contributor to SABS’s workshops and

: conventions is The Garden Center Nursery and on
Richard, Kurt, & the 7" they are celebrating their 40™ anniver)slary.

Janet They will have food, beverages, and music on hand.

You might even see your Editor there!!! Show your
10 years support by attending their party. The Garden
Center Nursery is located at 10682 Bandera Road.
Diane & Steve Event is from Noon to 4pm.

Thursday March 12t
20-30 years Bring in your favorite or problem tree for Show & e
Tell. Many trees are leafing out and looking really .;,m% @
Louie (20), Nancy good. Here’s your chance to show off your hard e :
(20), Tom (20), work! Or - bring in a tree you are working on and Would hke to have suggestlons on
Irene (20), Jay (25) ways to proceed with its development. Trees in any stage of development are welcome.
. ; N We will line up the trees, and each presenter will talk about the tree’s history, positive
Kevin (26), Hattie features and potential flaws. The audience will then have a chance to provide advice
(26), Donna (27), and appreciation. The last Show & Tell meeting was very popular. What’s a bonsai
Chuck (30), & Pat meeting without trees to observe and appreciate?

(30) Saturday March 215
SABS’s Drew Galloway and Martin Martinez are inviting SABS members to their
31+ years grand opening ceremony of High Water Bonsai Co at 9106 Harbor View Street,
. SATX 78242 from 11am to 4pm. Drew and Martin will have food/drinks plus trees to
Alfred (35), David sell. 10% discount to all SABS members. See their advertisement on page 6.
(44), Paul (45),

Dawn (45), & Jack
C)

5 years

. THE GARDEN CENTER 1
m 7  uasseenorENFOR40 :
m m YEARS NOW, AND WE L §
WANT TO CELEBRATE
A0ssE Ednaara K WITH YOU!
0, Tx, 78250

FREE FOOD,
RAFFLE FOR GIFT
CARDS,PLANTS &

RAFFLE
TICKET PER
PERSON

Vice-President’s message continued on page 6.
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Monthly

Food/Bev.
=T Host(s)
o N March
Photos/Recognitions
I S Hattie P., Kevin P.,
Diane C.

Don B. & Gil P.

Soil/Book Sale

Club Soil
$25/five gal.

APL Soil
$75/five gal.

Ryan displayed trees
at the Home &
Garden Show to
promote SABS’s

PUR e IR Carc Book $30
S BOTANICAL . Email Ryan O. at
GARDEN Botanical Gardens matl kyan %J. a

bonsaiode@gmail.com for
details or delivery to
meetings




From Dream to Deadwood: Starting High Species
Water Bonsa| CO By H. Drew Galloway nghllght

Starting a bonsai nursery in South Texas might sound a little ambitious - or a little
crazy. Searing heat, dry wind, and surprise freezes aren’t exactly textbook growing
conditions. But bonsai has never been about easy conditions. It’s about working with hardy, and drought-

what you’re given. Adapting. Paying attention. Building something resilient. That tolera,nt SeelEe ol
mindset feels familiar to me. choice, ideal for beginners

The Land of the Pines due to its small, serrated
I grew up on a farm in rural Georgia, shaped by red clay, open fields, and long Iea\_/gzs, r“Qfge(;’ barkihand
stretches of woods. My grandfather served as Colonel of the Georgia Department of rapid, ramiiec growtn.

i . . They require full sun,
Natural Resources, so conversations about land, conservation, and stewardship

i ) ) ) . , consistent moisture, and
weren’t abstract - they were dinner table topics. Time outside wasn’t scheduled. It regular fertilization during

was assumed. the growing season. They
are best styled in early
spring and are cold hardy,
though they need
protection below 28°.

Texas Cedar EIm (Ulmus
crassifolia) is an excellent,

I spent hours wandering among pine trees - noticing bark texture, the way light
filtered through needles, how trunks leaned and twisted toward space. I didn’t have
language for it then, but I was already studying form, movement, and resilience.

Bonsai came.later. As a young qdult in North Carolina and Florldg, I practiced ORI R,
casually - a Ficus on a patio, a juniper that may or may not have survived my early known for their natural,
wiring experiments. It was interesting, but not yet essential. gnarly bark that develops
with age. They are
frequently collected as
yamadori in Texas, often
displaying a "deer-pruned"
look with excellent branch
So I bought one tree. One became ten. One bench became five. Morning coffee turned structure. They are

into checking soil moisture, adjusting wire, rotating pots for even light. The bonsai  [SEUCICRCRUEREEITERS

bug had bitten - hard. including clump and
formal/informal upright.

Years passed. My career grew. Responsibility expanded. As a nonprofit executive,
my days are full - strategy, fundraising, leadership, constant decision-making.
Somewhere along the way, I realized I needed something tactile. Something quiet.
Something slower than quarterly goals and board meetings.

Then something unexpected happened. Friends began asking, “Where are you getting
your material?”” “Is there anywhere local to buy good pre-bonsai?”” “Can you help me
find something better than what’s at the big box store?”

While more resistant to
Dutch Elm disease than
American Elms, they can

In December 2024, I sold my first pre-bonsai tree to a colleague. By January 2025, 1 [JSURSERUEIE RN TS

joined SABS and was building High Water Bonsai. prone to aphids, spider
. . mites, cotton scale, and
Getting Serious elm leaf beetles.

There’s a difference between enjoying bonsai and committing to it. For me, that shift

happened last summer. Cedar elms prefer to stay

moist and should not dry

I traveled to England to spend time with Peter Chan at Herons Bonsai and Corin out completely. Experts
suggest stopping
fertilization during the

10682 Bandera Rd, hottest summer months to

—- _ 4"' San Antonio, TX avoid stress during their
s | . &.ﬂ 78250 brief dormancy.
Al:'stil'l Bl:ll'ls;ldi Pl:tS 2, — V% 7 210-647-7900
apanese apilies H :
- 100"s of Unigue Pots in stock! Géﬁ]DEERN Servmg San Antonio
- Pre-Bonsai Maples available! C gardeners for over
Text/call (512) 695-2728 39 years!

www. . AustinBonsaiPots.com
 JonWoodBonsai@gmail.com
*Shopping By Appointment (Privote Residence)*” |

thegardencenter.com 0TheGardenCenterSA
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April

April 9t
Club Auction, Lions
Field, 5:30pm

April 22"
Progressive and
BYOT Workshops,
Lions Field, 5:30pm

From Dream to Deadwood: Starting High Water Bonsai Co. cont.

Tomlinson at Greenwood Bonsai Studio - two very different nurseries, both deeply
inspiring.

At Herons, what struck me first was scale: rows of refined trees, pre-bonsai, field-
grown material, tools, pots - a full ecosystem built around bonsai culture. More than
that, it was the seriousness of purpose. Bonsai wasn’t treated as a side hobby, but as
horticulture, art, and discipline all at once.

At Greenwood, the experience was equally powerful but more intimate. Educational.
Intentional. Every tree had a story. Every conversation with Corin became a lesson.
It wasn’t just retail - it was mentorship disguised as a nursery visit. I came home
changed.

Lessons from the Road

What I saw overseas wasn’t just impressive trees - it was a blueprint. Peter and Corin
were generous with their time, their knowledge, and their advice. Here’s what I
brought back across the Atlantic:

1. Community Is Everything: Herons and Greenwood aren’t simply selling trees.
They’re building community - study groups, workshops, shared learning. They are
amplifying their local bonsai chapters. They are gathering places. When High Water
Bonsai becomes a stopping place, it will be because people learn together here -
beginners and masters side by side.

2. Quality Matters: Seeing world-class trees in person recalibrates your standards.
It forces you to ask: What am I growing? What am I training? What am I offering?
San Antonio deserves high-quality material - from starter stock to artist-level trees -
without having to travel across the country.

3. Patience Is the Real Investment: Starting a nursery is humbling. Trees don’t rush.
Growth takes time. Soil doesn’t mix itself. Shade structures and irrigation lines don’t
build themselves. Bonsai teaches the long view. We shape trees for years we may
never fully see. Building High Water Bonsai feels the same - planting something that
will mature alongside this incredible community.

Why “High Water”?

We live on the Southwest side of San Antonio. In Texas, high water means flood
season - when rivers swell and landscapes change. In bonsai, growth often follows
stress: after pruning, wiring, repotting. High water can mean risk - but it also means
renewal. Our nursery was born in a season of taking risks. Choosing cultivation over
convenience. And hoping that, in time, we leave a high-water mark on Texas bonsai.

What’s Next

High Water Bonsai opens its gates for the first time on Saturday, March 21. We’ll
have pre-bonsai stock, trees in training, native Texas material, food and drinks, and
plenty of room to talk trees.

More than anything, I hope it becomes a place where the SABS members feel at
home. A place for workshops, study sessions, and spontaneous Saturday morning
conversations about nebari and branch selection. Progress in bonsai happens slowly.
But it starts somewhere.

Please join us at High Water Bonsai on March 21 and help shape what comes next.
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Vice-President’'s Message (cont.)

Wednesday March 25t

For those of you who acquired pre-bonsai plants in anticipation of the progressive workshop, the wait is over.
Progressive and BYOT (bring your own tree) workshops meetings are always held on the 4" Wednesday of the
month unless otherwise notified. That puts us on 25 March, 5:30pm at the Lions Field Center. Bring in your new
plants, tools and creativity. If you don’t have tools, you may borrow tools from others, and we can assist you in
finding tools to purchase. I would not recommend buying tools before the meeting as you may need advice on what
kind of tools you need to get started. The club will also have wire available should it be needed. If you didn’t get a
plant the January progressive workshop “pick your tree day”, you can still select a plant at a nursery or from any
other source and bring it on the 25%.

If you already have a tree and are undecided on how you should proceed with its development, the BYOT workshop
may be just what you are looking for. Its purpose is to help early Bonsai enthusiasts with hands on guidance on
techniques for developing and caring for most any tree you may be working on. Experienced club members will be
on hand to give their best advice. They have decades of experience. Some members bring in trees just to work on in
the pleasant company of fellow bonsaiers or to get an opinion on what to do next. All are welcome.

Thursday April 9t

The first of two auctions scheduled for this year will highlight the regular club meeting on 9 April. Auctions are one
of the club members’ favorite activities (lots of fun!) Have bonsai items you no longer need or want? - bring them in
and take home a little cash! At the last auction, we had a huge variety of trees, pots, accessories, etc. Members can
buy, sell, or both. If you’re a seller, the club takes a minimum of 30% of the selling price. Of course, you can donate
more than 30% or all of the proceeds to the club (much appreciated). Bring your pocketbook as some good bargains
can be had. Come early to look over the offerings before the action begins.

In other news without dates...

You may remember that some months back I presented a workshop on how I make my homemade stone pots. Some
people have expressed interest in a workshop to make their own pot. If you would like to learn this pot making
technique, talk to me at the next meeting and we can arrange a date to hold a workshop. The workshop would have
to be outside at my house where I have the materials and tools available. There would be a $35 fee to cover the
materials.

Tiny tree in pot, Silent ancient branch, Small green leaves unfold,

A miniature world of green, Shaped by hands to look so old, Patience in the wire and soil,
Nature's grand design. Slow life in a tray. Season’s turning point.

GRAND OPENING
SATURDAY, MARCH 21
1L00 AM - 200 PM

. PRE-BONSAI AND TREES IN

TRAINING
+ COLLECTED NATIVE TEXAS
TREES

« FOOD. DRINKS , & FRIENDS

MEMBERS 9106 HARBOR VIEW ST.
RECEIVE 10% SAN ANTONIO, TX. 78212
OFf1 PARKING ON STREET

HIGHWATERBONSAILCOM




The informal upright style (Moyogi) is considered the most popular shape in all
bonsai, especially suited to our native Ashe Juniper.

Our logo, represented by this informal style stands for the informal nature of the San
Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc. This popular, interesting style depicts the objectives of
the Society - promoting participation and enjoyment of Bonsai.

The emblem was adopted as the official logo in September 1977.

San Antonio . _ . o
Bonsai Society, For additional information please visit SABS at

Inc. (SABS)

Website: Sanantoniobonsai.org

All correspondence
should be

addressed to: Facebook: @sanantoniobonsai

San Antonio
Bonsai Society,
Inc.

27925 Bonn

Mountain YouTube: Click Here!!
San Antonio,

Texas, 78260

Instagram: @sanantoniobonsai

info@sanantoniob Annual Membership Dues:
onsai.org
Individual $30
President: )
Richard M. Family $50
Vice President: Senior (65+) Individual: $25
Carl D.
Senior (65+) Family: $40
Treasurer:
Drew G. Individual Nametag: $15
Secretary:
Rob M.
Board of Directors at
Large:
Cheryl B., Penny B, The San Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc. is a member of the Lone Star Bonsai
Kevin P., Hattie P., & Federation, Inc., Bonsai Clubs International, and the American Bonsai Society.

Gill P.
SABS is a non-profit 501¢ (3) organization.

Newsletter Editor: Ryan O. at bonsaiode@gmail.com

Adpvertising for SA Bonsai News is based on the minimum size of 3" by 2" for $35 per year. Single ads of the above size can be run for $5.
Ads must be camera ready. The Editor must receive changes in existing ads by the 20" of the month preceding the month of publication. Send
ads and payment to San Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc., Attn: Advertising, 27925 Bonn Mountain, San Antonio, Texas, 78260. For situations
other than the above, please contact the Editor, bonsaiode@gmail.com. Original articles from SA Bonsai News may be reprinted only in their
entirety. Full credit must be given the author and to SA Bonsai News.
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