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Upcoming
Bonsai
Events

August
August 3™

Bonsai L/D at
Rainbow Gardens-
Bandera with
Ryan, Conrad, &
Gabe, Time: 10am-
11am

August 8"

Club Meeting —
Tropical Slab L/D
with David, Lion’s

Field, 6:30pm

August 17t

(NOTE DATE
CHANGE)

Workshop on Slab
Bonsai Planting
with Ryan, Café

College, 9am-
Noon, Fee: $70

Additional events
listed on
Page 5

Meetings held at the
Lion’s Field Center 2809
Broadway, SATX 78209
and/or Café College 131

El Paso Street, SATX

78204
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PreS|dent,S Message by Conrad Gamboa, cgamboa013@gmail.com

Dear Members,

I hope this newsletter finds you well and that you are enjoying the warm summer days,
perfect for spending time with your bonsai trees. July was a month full of inspiration
and growth for our Club, and I'm excited to share some highlights with you.

Special Lecture and Demonstration by Mike Lane

Last month, we had the incredible opportunity to welcome renowned bonsai artist
Mike Lane to our Club. Mike's lecture and demonstration were nothing short of
extraordinary. We were particularly delighted when he shared, “San Antonio is one of
my favorite cities anywhere... and probably my favorite city in Texas.” His expertise
and passion for bonsai were evident as he shared valuable insights and techniques that
educated us and left us all inspired. Congratulations to Don B., the winner of the
Premna Microphylla that Mike worked on during his demonstration!

For those who attended the July meeting, you might wonder how Veronica and I know
about Mike’s lecture and demonstration, given that we were not there in person.
Thanks to VP Gabe H., who recorded and uploaded the entire demonstration to
YouTube, we were able to watch and learn from it! If you missed the session or want
to revisit Mike's invaluable advice, you can access the video on our YouTube channel.
Just search for "San Antonio Bonsai Society" and choose the video you want to see.
There are nuggets of wisdom for all bonsai enthusiasts, regardless of your skill level.

Community Spotlight

I’d like to take a moment to recognize and thank all the volunteers who contributed
their time and effort to our Club activities last month. Your dedication ensures that
our meetings and events run smoothly, fostering a welcoming and supportive
environment for all members. X

President’s Message continued on Page 7.
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Aide G.
Yuritzi P.
Christopher J.

Those considering
Joining SABS may

attend a free meeting.

Membership forms
available at each
meeting and on
website.

D years

Conrad, Joe,
Gloria, &
Veronica

10 years
Leydana
15 years

Evelyn, Roberto,
Alberto, & Virgie

20+ years

Jay, Kevin,
Hattie, Donna,
Chuck, Pat,
Alfred, David,
Dawn, Paul, &
Jack

Vice-President's
Message

by Gabe Hernandez,
gaberiher@gmail.com

I don’t want to say it, but I will... We are having a surprisingly good summer! Last
year we had 23 days over 100 degrees for the month of July, according to KSAT
weather. July 2023 was the second hottest July on record, but it also comes in third
behind July 2022 and August 2011 as the third hottest month EVER in San Antonio’s
recorded history. On top of the 90-degree weather, we had some rain around the area
helping water and fertilize our trees! Don’t forget those high 80’s we had too!

We are halting the BYOT workshops on Saturdays at Cafe College until further notice,
due to low attendance. We will consider hosting the BYOT workshops in the Fall and
Spring. We feel the summer months are already busy for many members and this
workshop is not in your calendars. Please feel free to leave questions about your tree
on our Facebook page or reach out to a member for help! SABS has many members
with 15 years of bonsai experience or more. We still have a few upcoming unique
events requiring Saturdays at Café College.

August 8t

I’'m excited to have our very own David W. do a lecture demo on slab planting. Attend
the meeting to learn how using a rock slab, muck, and trees are combined to create a
realistic landscape effect. Meeting will be held at the Lions Field from 6:30pm-8:30pm

August 10t
No gathering of events at Café College.
August 17

We are having a create your own bonsai slab planting workshop with our very own
Ryan O. We are limiting this workshop to 10 attendees! A slab, muck, and trees will
be provided in the workshop. The workshop will be held at Cafe College from 9am-
12pm. Please sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10COB4BASAF2CA1FF2-50226863-slab

September 7" and 8

SABS is exhibiting at the San Antonio Botanical Garden on September 7" and 8. We
will have 50+ trees on exhibit, sales table, live demonstrations, and two paid workshops
for Botanical Garden guests. Sat: 7am-6pm, Sun: 8am-3pm. Sign-up to exhibit trees is
at: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10CO0B4BASAF2CA 1FF2-sanantonio

Vice-President’s Message continued on Page 7.
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Below is a slab planting David W. created in 2004 using cultivated Chinese Elms
originally purchased for only $5 each. S eptemb er

Grace D. & Margaret

Soil/Book Sale

Club Soil
$25/five gal.

Bonsai Funnies
APL Soil
$75/five gal.

When you
misplace a tree,
and it walks off the
bench.

Care Book $30

Email Ryan O. at
bonsaiode@gmail.com for
details or delivery to
meetings




Monthly T|pS from Michael Hagedorn at https://crataegus.com/

Shade Cloth Part I: A Sliding Scale (Posted by crataegus on May 21, 2024)

Years ago, in the bonsai garden I put up what I thought was the best guess for shade
cloth: 30%, meaning, 70% of the light passed through. After several years it was
apparent that was not enough, and we switched it with 40%. Since then, in another

area, we have put up 50%. While the word bonsai
translates to “tree in
pot” in Japanese, the
art form originated in

, , ' _ China. Evidence of
The ramping up we did to correct our shade needs suggests a few general ideas, if bonsai can be found in

This led to reflection, as tends to happen with bonsai garden owners. We got some
heat-nipped plants because my initial guess was off. And then, some summers days
are a lot hotter than the average summer day.

you’re wondering what percentage of shade you need. For starters: ancient China and
» Consider choosing shade cloth for the extreme summer day, not the average Egypt, and the practice
summer day of cultivating

» [f40% is your guess for the average summer day, then consider 50% ornamental plants to

* [f under-shaded, one toasty day can roast trees beyond recognition imitate natural scenery

How d . hat initial 9 This line fr f d e in gardens, known as
OW do we arrive at that initia guess! 1s line from a manufacturer made me smile: penjing, dates back to

Usually a shade percentage of 30-50% is ideal for vegetables, while 80-90% is ideal R

for sheltering people. dynasties in China

As a general sliding scale for bonsai, to be adjusted according to climate: nearly 3,000 years ago.
Bonsai became an

. 0200 Fy . o .
0-30% for sun-loving conifers, like pines and junipers important part of

= 40-60% for shade-loving conifers, like hemlock, and deciduous trees and
flowering accent plants
= 70-80% for moss, ferns, and non-flowering accent plants

Japanese culture in the
14th  century. The
oldest know bonsai is
In very hot climates with intense sun, some shuffling could happen. In those climates’ well over 1,000 years
conifer bonsai, for example, can be moved into the 40-60% shade camp. Very small old.

bonsai also need more shade.

Bonsai trees are often
For perfectionists: given as gifts and
symbolize harmony,
balance, and peace.
They can also enhance
the aesthetic appeal of
a space and offer
psychological and
health benefits. The

* To nail the ideal sun/shade balance, consider overlaps

* A second shade covering, maybe 20%, can be pulled over the everyday
summer cloth

= This can add critical protection for periods of extreme sun and heat in the
middle of a big fry added sun protection banks

&‘7/4 £ NurseryFloral Class 2Lic #0822998 Do you feel like sharing your practice of bonsai can
information on Bonsai? also be a form of
NSA| DAVIDWHITAKER ) meditation, helping
o Lone Star Bonsai Federation Artist If you have similar subjects or peop|e to become more
: ! Lecture-Demos & Workshops X
e questions, you want SABS to research focused, patient, and
3rd Saturday of September and possible provide in an upcoming Connected to nature.

San Patricio, Texas newsletter, please let Ryan know at

361-688-0109 b . .
: onsaiode@gmail.com.
Cultivating Bonsai Since 1976 redhawkbonsai@yahoo.com @g
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Upcoming
Bonsai
Events

September
September 7t & 8t

Bonsai Exhibit at
San Antonio
Botanical Gardens,
Sat: 7am-5pm,
Sun: 8am-3pm

September 12t

Club Meeting —
Touring Artist Julian
Tsai, Lion’s Field,
6:30pm

September 14"
Club Meeting —
Touring Artist Rob
Kempinki, Café
College, 9:00am

Monthly Tips, cont.

On the other hand, overcompensating with shade does no favors for a plant. Plants
have a specific light need, and if that is not met, they can get weak. If 20% shade
cloth doesn’t quite do it, resist the impulse to jump to 70%.

Shade Cloth Part II: What Color? (Posted by crataegus on May 28, 2024)
Most shade cloth is black. But there is also green. Red. Grey. White. Silver.

And we might wonder, there a difference, other than looks?

A few experiments have shown that shade cloth color can influence plant growth.

One experiment showed an increase in internode length and leaf width in blueberries
grown under black shade cloth. The other shade cloth colors in the study—gray, red,
and white—did not increase growth.

Another experiment used tea plants as subjects, finding black, blue, and red shade
nets increased the height and stem diameter, net photosynthetic rate, and reduced cold
damage in winter. No significant difference was found among the black, blue, and
red shade nets on growth.

A third found chili plants to have greater growth under green and black shade cloths,
but not white.

Should those of us growing bonsai change the shade cloth color we already have?
Maybe not yet. It does appear plants have different responses to the color of shade
cloth, but this field of study is just beginning.

This might be something for bonsai artists to keep an eye on, if the color of our shade
cloth can help keep short internodes, for instance. Or to help build more biomass, if
we have a young, developing bonsai collection. The chili pepper experiment suggests
that white shade cloth might be an option for keeping small leaves and shoots, but
that is with a pepper, not a maple or an azalea. Otherwise, in general, black shade
cloth appears a good option to encourage plant growth.

Shade Cloth Part II1: Shade The Sides (Posted by crataegus on June 19, 2024)

As soon as you chose the perfect shade cloth percentage, chose from the bewildering
array of colors, and proudly erect your new shade cloth structure, you may notice a
failure of the thing to work.

Along the southern and western edge of the structure your plants are, after the first
hike into the wicked temperature range, fried.

What did you do wrong?
Well, likely nothing, at least what you did so far. But maybe an addition can help.

The tracking of the sun brings light in sideways, and this can fry plants on the edges
of our shade cloth areas.

The solution? Shade the sides as well.




Monthly Tips, cont.

If the design of your bonsai garden allows it, a complete shade cloth drop on the south and / or western faces can
prevent side damage. If the plants are on benches, even a halfway drop to the bench height can help. This does
provide easier access as well.

A few last pointers on shade cloth.

Jonathan Cain, a grower with decades of experience with trees under shade cloth, offered a few observations and
agreed to have them shared. They are succinct and enlightening: offered a few observations and agreed to have them
shared. They are succinct and enlightening:

“We have about 20,000 trees under netting”

“We found 40% white is brighter, allowing through more light, but has a substantially higher evaporation
and drying out rate than 40% black”

“50% white equals 40% black regarding light”

“We place trees that want a drier microclimate under the white, and those that like moisture retention under
the black”

“The 50% is physically stronger than the 40%, and is better for hail and longevity”

“More light will allow the plant to have a smaller compact leaf”

“Green looks better and has similar characteristics to black”

Jonathan agrees that shading the sides of shade cloth structures is essential, saying “we use 80-90% on the sides to
create a microclimate”.

-

Lion's Field - r & Adult Center

Don B. accepting the Premna Microphylla from Mike Lane.

Some might say there was a bit of collusion involved since
Don hosted Mike at his house. I'm just saying...

Also pictured is Mike with the tree prior to the L/D.




President’s Message (cont.)

In Closing

Remember, the grass is not greener on the other side of the fence — it’s greener where you water it. I encourage
each of you to continue exploring and experimenting with your bonsai. The art of bonsai is a journey of learning
and growth, and our community is here to support you every step of the way.

Wishing you a joyful and productive month with your bonsai!

Vice-President’'s Message (cont.)

September 12t

The Lone Star Bonsai Federation (LSBF) touring artist Julian Tsai will be having a L/D at the Lions Field from
6pm-8:30pm. Julian is a bonsai professional and artist based out of Los Angeles. After quickly finding his passion
in bonsai, he traveled to Japan in 2018 to pursue an apprenticeship under Keiichi Fujikawa of Fujikawa Kouka-en
located in Osaka, Japan.

September 14t

The Lone Star Bonsai Federation (LSBF) touring artist Rob Kempinki will have a L/D at Cafe College from
9am-12pm. Rob is a former resident of Houston and now living in Melbourne, Florida. Rob was a US Army
officer stationed at Seoul Housein Korea when the seed was planted. After several trips to Japan, he finally had
the chance to try Bonsai. His first Bonsai was a Live Oak acorn that had sprouted in his yard. 30 years later, it is
still alive and in a Bonsai pot.

REMINDERS

We would like two members to bring trees to display and talk about them so other members can see the progress
you have made! New members are encouraged to participate.

Other News

= SABS has a YouTube page now! Have you seen Gabe filing the latest L/Ds, well he has uploaded them to
YouTube for us all to watch again. Use the link below to see our expanding media content.
https://www.youtube.com/@SanAntonioBonsaiSocietyl-ks9dp/videos

= Don’t forget to sign up to host snacks and beverages for our monthly
meetings. We would like to have two members donate. Please get with
Joe H. to find a date that works with you! SABS provides plates,
plasticware, cups and ice!

= Feel free to bring old pots, books, or young trees you would like to
donate for our raffles during the monthly meetings. We appreciate the T g TR
help as it helps us raise money for future artists and events. 63 @ e e

= 2025 Bonsai Convention Updates — The convention committee is in the
process of acquiring various species for workshops and artist
demonstrations. Currently, the convention has shohin Yaupon Hollies
and larger sized Xylomas, TX Persimmons, and TX Sage. Come Fall or
Spring, volunteers will be needed to repot the large trees from their 15-
gallon pots to a more “mover-friendly” size pots. For 2025 trip planning
purposes, the 2025 Bonsai convention will be held in Corpus Christi, TX.

L €D 4
Jennifer Price Mike Lane Jonas Dupuich
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The informal upright style (Moyogi) is considered the most popular shape in all
bonsai, especially suited to our native Ashe Juniper.

Our logo, represented by this informal style stands for the informal nature of the San
Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc. This popular, interesting style depicts the objectives of
the Society - promoting participation and enjoyment of Bonsai.

The emblem was adopted as the official logo in September 1977.

San Antonio . . _ o
Bonsai Society, For additional information please visit SABS at

Inc. (SABS)

Website: Sanantoniobonsai.org

All correspondence

should be Facebook: @sanantoniobonsai
addressed to:

San Antonio
Bonsai Society,
Inc.

27925 Bonn
Mountain

Instagram: @sanantoniobonsai

San Antoni o, Annual Membership Due:
e, T Individual $30

Family $50
Senior (65+) Individual: $25

Senior (65+) Family: $40
Individual Nametag: $15

The San Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc. is a member of the Lone Star Bonsai Federation, Inc., Bonsai Clubs
International, and the American Bonsai Society.

SABS is a non-profit 501¢ (3) organization.

Newsletter editor: Ryan O. at bonsaiode@gmail.com

Advertising for SA Bonsai News is based on the minimum size of 3" by 2" for $35 per year. Single ads of the above size can be run for $5.
Ads must be camera ready. The Editor must receive changes in existing ads by the 20th of the month preceding the month of publication.
Send ads and payment to San Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc., Attn: Advertising, 27925 Bonn Mountain, San Antonio, Texas, 78260. For
situations other than the above, please contact the Editor, bonsaiode@gmail.com. Original articles from SA Bonsai News may be reprinted
only in their entirety. Full credit must be given the author and to SA Bonsai News.




