Upcoming
Bonsai
Events

May

May 4"
Soil Mixer, Ryan’s
House, 9am-3pm

May 9t
Club Meeting -
Bald Cypress with
Randy Bennett,
Lion’s Field,
6:30pm

May 10t
Workshop for
Group 1 Bald

Cypress Members,
Ryan’s House, 6-
9pm

May 11t
Workshop for
Group 2 Bald

Cypress Members
& BYOT
Workshop, Café
College, 9am-1pm
Additional May/June

events listed on
Page 5

All above meetings are
held at the Lion's Field
Center 2809 Broadway,
SATX 78209 (unless
otherwise noted)
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Bonsai Funnies
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PreS|dent,S Message by Conrad Gamboa, cgamboa013@gmail.com

Your Board of Directors have a question for you, did we keep you busy enough in
April? April 2024 has to go down as one of the busiest months for bonsai that SABS
members have experienced, and it was FABULOUS! We started April with
Kusamono Sensei, Young Choe, who held a Kusamono workshop at the Lion’s Field.
Two days later, we held our Annual Bonsai and Booze Bash. A special thank you to
Kevin and Hatti P. for hosting another exceptional party. Besides all the great food
and drinks, we had Young Choe provide another wonderful Kusamono workshop. A
special thank you to Karin K. for creating and donating the Kusamono pots and moss
dishes used in both workshops and to Don and Elenita B. for bringing Young Choe to
SATX and hosting her while she was here.

The very next Thursday, we held our spring auction generating over $1,300 (after
commissions) to help pay for expenses incurred to date. There were a lot of beautiful
trees and rocks auctioned off as well as many tools and pots. Everyone had a
wonderful time! Just two days after that, we held our monthly BYOT workshop at the
College Café. If you haven’t had a chance to visit the College Café, I highly
recommend you join us this month. The Cafe is a wonderful place to work on your
trees, get advice from our most experienced and knowledgeable members, and it’s
totally FREE!

As if that wasn’t enough, the next weekend we had our first 2-day exhibit at the SA
Zoo. We created 4 bonsai trees that were raffled off to SA Zoo guests and staff. We
met a lot of enthusiastic future artists hungry to learn about the Art of Bonsai, people
who we hadn’t seen in years who renewed their SABS’ membership, and even
increased our membership with young aspiring artists. I personally want to welcome
AnneMarie H. and Cherish H. as two of our newest, and by far, our youngest SABS
members to date! We are all looking forward to watching and supportine voy on this
wonderful Bonsai journey. We also built a great relationship with the
SA Zoo. We are already working on our next event with the SA

Zoo, and we look forward to a bright future working with them.

President’s Message continued on Page 6.
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John M.
Chelsea R.
Peter R.
David R.
AnneMarie H.
Cherish H.

Those considering
jJoining SABS may

attend a free meeting.

Membership forms
available at each
meeting and on
website.

S years

Conrad, Joe,
Gloria, &
Veronica

10 years
Leydana
15 years

Evelyn, Roberto,
Alberto, & Virgie

20+ years

Jay, Kevin,
Hattie, Donna,
Chuck, Pat,
Alfred, David,
Dawn, Paul, &
Jack

Vice-President's
Message

by Gabe Hernandez,
gabriher@gmail.com

April brought a lot of showers, and it’s May now so let’s see them flowers! Are your
trees enjoying the rain as much as mine are? Keep trimming your trees so they don’t

get too out of control and lose their shape. April was a busy month for the Club, so
we’ll slow down May just a little.

May 4t Soil Mixer

We will be having a Star Wars Party! Ok not really, but we are having our Bonsai Soil
Mixer from 9am-3pm at Ryan’s house. We need help from our Club members to sift
the soil components. For those attending, please bring sifting screens (all sizes), gloves,
scoops, large cement containers, masks, eye protection, and empty soil buckets. This
is an enjoyable time to chat with other members and ask questions you might have as
you sift. A discount bucket price is given to those that help. Lunch will be provided for
all volunteers. See the sign up on page 6.

May 9t with Randy Bennett

We will be having a lecture/demo with Randy Bennett on Bald Cypresses. Everyone
should have a Bald Cypress!!! They are forgiving and easy to work with. Randy will
go into detail about these impressive trees. He will also be working on a tree, and we’ll
be raffling it off at the end of the meeting. We will meet at the Lion’s Field. Doors
open at 6pm and the meeting begins at 6:30pm. I had the chance to meet Randy in a
recent workshop and he is a great guy with lots of knowledge. My favorite part about
Randy is that he can sit down and draw a tree the way he envisions it for the future.
You don’t want to miss this meeting!!!!

May 10t Bald Cypress Group 1 Meeting
Those that originally began working on a Bald Cypress with Randy in 2024 will get to
have Randy look at their progress from 6pm to 9pm at Ryan’s house on Friday.

May 11" Bald Cypress Group 2 Workshop

Randy will be having a Bald Cypress Workshop for up to 10 participants from 9am to
Ipm at Café College. The fee for the workshop is $150-250 with Randy brining
collected Bald Cypresses for $150 (tree to be purchased for workshop). This is a
fantastic opportunity for you to purchase a collected Bald Cypress from Louisiana.
These are great sized trees. I want to remind you again that this workshop is limited to
10 participants, but we are opening up the Workshop to our Austin and Corpus Christi
members. Don’t miss out on this great opportunity. See the sign up on page 6.

Vice-President’s Message continued on Page 5.




Monthly
Food/Bev.
Hosts

May
Cheryl B. & Penny B.

Photos/Recoanitions

If you missed our first exhibit at the SA Zoo, here is a glimpse into our experience!!!

June
Irvin R. & Conrad G.

Soil/Book Sale

: ": ?m Gty Thd I 1t mesition X/} APL Soil
W che's stuck ina Bowgd/ tree? )7 $65/five gal.

8]

Care Book $30

Email Ryan O. at
bonsaiode@gmail.com for
details




Monthly T|pS by David Whitaker, redhawkbonsai@yahoo.com

As mentioned, in the past, “know your species.” You should know the information of
each and every type of plant you have! What it needs are as far as water, light (full
sun exposure, shaded, morning only) placement through-out the seasons, is it tropical,
is it deciduous, its max low and high temp it should exposed to, when to & not to
trim, when to repot, can it be defoliated, does it back bud, are the buds near the trunk
or at the end of the branch, fertilizing, trimming, clipping, pinching, wiring... getting
the picture?? We can find most of the information we need from our very own
published SABS’ “Bonsai Tree Care” book, this little book has the low down on over
86 species and covers most of our well-known species we use here! You can purchase
this awesome bonsai book from our club; see Ryan to purchase.

Well, you can sure tell that the growing season is here, I’ve had to do a lot of pruning
and pinching, it is a challenge to keep up with it. Everything is awake and growing,
growing, growing! Keep on potting semi-tropicals like Ficus and figs (as temps stay
above 65) but we still need to wait few more weeks before repotting Texas Ebonies
and other South Texas natives. A good rule to remember is when you know that the
lowest temperature of the day/night stays above 70 degrees then it’s a suitable time
to root prune and repot our Southern Natives like Ebony, Colima, Kidneywood,
Fiddlewood and Anaqua. It’s too early in the season to repot your tropicals.

Tropicals need to be repotted in mid-summer (Fukien tea, Ficus, Bahamas Black
Olive, Buttonwood, Jaboticaba, Wrightia and Neea Buxifolia). When repotting, be
sure to wire the tree securely in the pot to give it good stability against the winds.
Putting rocks on top of the soil for a few days can also help brace the tree.

It’s NOT recommended to repot any deciduous trees that you need to root prune. If
you must repot due to problems with tree, change the pot or repot it in larger container
only. DO NOT prune the roots. These deciduous trees have very tender roots at this
time of year.

Everybody’s back yards should be growing by now, so do not forget to prune, pinch,
and also fertilize. When pinching back on most trees (except junipers) you want to
pinch back to the 2™ or 3™ node of leaves to reduce leaf size and node length. Elm
trees have alternating leaves and should be pinched down to the 2™ or 3™ leaf so it
will grow back in the direction you’d want the
Branch to grow. Be sure to alternate the direction
You pinch (or trim) on different branches so all
the branches don’t end up growing into each
other.

et

. > San Patricio, Texas
361-688-0109
redhawkbonsai@yahoo.com

Nursery Floral Class 2 Lic #0822998

DAVID WHITAKER

Lone Star Bonsai Federation Artist
Lecture-Demos & Workshops

South Texas Bonsai Kai Founder
3rd Saturday of September

Jin
- deadwood on a
branch
Shari
- deadwood on trunk
Shohin
- bonsai under 6" tall
Mame
- bonsai under 2-3" tall
Nebari
- root mound or flare
Tanuki

- art of attaching a live
tree to a piece of
deadwood

Ramification

- division of branches

Apex

- highest point of tree
Cambium

- green growth tissue
directly under bark

https://www.bonsaiempire.com
/blog/bonsai-terms




Upcoming
Bonsai
Events

May

May 18t
Boxwood
Workshop at
Botanical Gardens
by Conrad G.,
10am

May 18t
Bonsai Exhibit at
Rainbow Gardens-
Bandera, 10am-
2pm

June

June 13t
Club Meeting — TX
Natives, Lion’s
Field, 6:30pm

June 15t
BYOT
Workshop/Training
at Café College,
9am-1pm

June 29"
Convention Tree
Repotting
Workshop &
Meeting, David’s
House, 10am-4pm

onthly Tips, cont.

Maples have opposing leaves and should be pinched (or trim) to the second node. As
the two buds emerge, pinch back the one you don’t want or is growing in the wrong
direction. If you see yellowing on the leaves, I remember Terry Ward told us that if
the yellow is on all leaves it’s a lack of nutrients, on the edges it is a lack of
magnesium and potassium, between the veins its iron and manganese deficiency, on
older leaves its low on nitrogen or potassium and on young leaves it is lack of iron
or manganese. Epsom salts (magnesium sulfate) and/or Ladybug Glittering
Greensand (6% iron) can be used to help replace missing minerals and bring some
color back to your leaves.

Watch the soils every day so they do not dry out. With the rains and springtime effect
our trees are growing fast so do not forget to watch out for the insects that will be
running everywhere. Inspect the bonsai from top to bottom, also inspect the drain
holes. Inspect for ANY and all insects and treat accordingly. If you discover an
infestation treat according to the label of the pesticide. Watch your training wires, so
they will not cut into the branches.

Please note that the information and repotting schedules are suggested guidelines for
the Hill country down through South Texas.

President’s Message (cont.)

April was capped off with over 10 members attending the 2024 Houston Bonsai
Convention where Vicki A., Jay N., and David W. displayed exceptional trees and
stones.

Well, that about sums it up. I want to thank all of you for your participation and
attendance at the events in April. Being a part of this SABS community always seems
to bring out the best people, but it is only possible with your help and participation.

Vice-President’'s Message (cont.)

May 11" BYOT Workshop

We will be having our BYOT (Bring your own tree) workshop at Café College as
well. So, if you need help styling a tree or have questions, please bring them on
Saturday. This is separate from the Bald Cypress Workshop.

June 13" L/D on Texas Natives with Brandon Baldauf
Owe will be having a lecture/demo with Brandon Baldauf from Hawk Eye Bonsai,
in Austin. He will be working on an impressive Olive tree and answering questions.

Reminders

= Don’t forget to sign up for host snacks and beverages doe our main monthly
meetings. We would like to have two members donate food and beverages, per
meeting. Please get with Joe H. to find a date that works for you. The Club
provides plates, plasticware, napkins, cups, and ice.

= We would like two members to bring trees to display and talk about them so other
members can see the progress you have made. New members are encouraged to
participate too.

= Feel free to bring old pots, books, young trees, etc. you would like to donate to
our monthly raffles. We appreciate the help as it helps raise money for future
artists and Club events.




= Don’t forget to sign up to host

= Now accepting raffle items for SABS and the 2025 Convention

Upcoming events to sign up for:

Other News

snacks and beverages for our
monthly meetings. We would like
to have two members donate.
Please get with Joe H. to find a
date that works with you! SABS
provides plates, plasticware, cups
and ice! :
Feel free to bring old pots, books,
or young trees you would like to
donate for our raffles during the
monthly meetings. We appreciate @ E(!—:;EfSl.JTSI
the help as it helps us raise money —\
for future artists and events.
Caf¢ College is located at 131
El Paso Street, SATX 78204
2025 Bonsai Convention
Updates — Position Openings -
Apply Within: We are looking
for volunteers to assist with the #
convention through these 2 roles: :
Exhibit Co-Chairperson and "‘}'
Convention Gift Bag

Co-Chairperson (see sign up = L L M :
link below). Members of SABS Jennifer Price Mike Lane Jonas Dupuich

LSBF 201§

BORNGATE
e BAYG

FREOM THE RIVER WALE 70 THE BEACH

Holldaylnn Corpus l::hristi Dmvnmn Marlna
707 M. Shoreline Blvd
Corpus Christi, TX 78401

2025 BONS?I CONVENTION FEATURED ARTISTS

-". =

and CCBC unveiled our logo,
theme, and bonsai headliners at
the Houston Bonsai Convention
on April 27", Please let Ryan O.
or David W. know if you are
interested in joining the

Convention Committee. Bonsai Announcement by Gilbert Cantu of Corpus Christ Bonsai Club

LSBF 2025

§ BONSATIonthe BAY

FROM THE RIVER WALK TO THE BEACH

o 2025 CCBC/SABS Bonsai Convention Positions — 2025 Bonsai Convention Positions Sign Up
o Soil Mixer - Sign Up Here to Help at the Soil Mixer

o Group 2 Randy Bennetts Bald Cypress Program — Sign Up Here for Bald Cypress Workshop Group 2

(sign up early before this workshop is open to Group 1 and nearby Clubs)



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4BA8AF2CA1FF2-48340840-2025
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4BA8AF2CA1FF2-bonsai1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4BA8AF2CA1FF2-48704075-randy

The informal upright style (Moyogi) is considered the most popular shape in all
bonsai, especially suited to our native Ashe Juniper.

Our logo, represented by this informal style stands for the informal nature of the San
Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc. This popular, interesting style depicts the objectives of
the Society - promoting participation and enjoyment of Bonsai.

The emblem was adopted as the official logo in September 1977.

San Antonio . . _ o
Bonsai Society, For additional information please visit SABS at
Inc. (SABS)

Website: Sanantoniobonsai.org

All correspondence

should be Facebook: @sanantoniobonsai
addressed to:

San Antonio
Bonsai Society,
Inc.

27925 Bonn
Mountain

Instagram: @sanantoniobonsai

San Antoni o, Annual Membership Due:
e, T Individual $30

Family $50
Senior (65+) Individual: $25

Senior (65+) Family: $40
Individual Nametag: $15

The San Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc. is a member of the Lone Star Bonsai Federation, Inc., Bonsai Clubs
International, and the American Bonsai Society.

SABS is a non-profit 501¢ (3) organization.

Newsletter editor: Ryan O. at bonsaiode@gmail.com

Advertising for SA Bonsai News is based on the minimum size of 3" by 2" for $35 per year. Single ads of the above size can be run for $5.
Ads must be camera ready. The Editor must receive changes in existing ads by the 20th of the month preceding the month of publication.
Send ads and payment to San Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc., Attn: Advertising, 27925 Bonn Mountain, San Antonio, Texas, 78260. For
situations other than the above, please contact the Editor, bonsaiode@gmail.com. Original articles from SA Bonsai News may be reprinted
only in their entirety. Full credit must be given the author and to SA Bonsai News.




