
 
President’s Message 

By Ryan O. 
bonsaiode@gmail.com  

 
 

           Please pay Leydana your 2016 SABS dues. Your 
membership fee is due February 29th. Those that have 
not paid will lose out on the newsletter distribution. 
 
           We have a busy month this February.  On        
Saturday February 13, is the annual Asian Festival at 
the Institute of Texan Cultures from 10 am to 5 pm.    
Set-up is from 7 am to 9 am and take-down is from 5 pm 
to 8 pm. I picked up parking, un/loading passes and 
wristbands that I will distribute to the members participat-
ing during February’s meeting. The parking passes are 
good for parking in the UTSA area only and you will be 
bussed to the front doors. This will take about 20 minutes 
to get back to the Festival. 
 
           On Saturday February 20, is our rescheduled Soil 
Mixer at Kevin and Hattie’s house  
beginning at 9 am. The club will have different 
ingredients for a common use bonsai soil for all to mix. 
Kevin is providing large buckets to take your mixture 
home. All you need to bring is a shovel. The Board is 
also asking members to help mix for Club usage and 
possibly to sell. A small fee per bucket will be required.  
 
           .Also in February, beginning on the 26 (thru the 
28), we are exhibiting at the Spring Home and Garden 
Show. I will be presenting the art of bonsai on Saturday 
and Sunday. Volunteers and trees are needed. 
We are still in need of monthly host volunteers for June 
and October. A full meal is not needed, but small nibbles 
to feed the group is required. Remember you could al-
ways share a month with another member to help with 
costs/cooking and set-up. 
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All meetings are held on the second 
Thursday, 7 pm, at Lions Field Adult 

Community Center, Broadway at 
Mulberry St., SA, TX. 78209 

 
 RICHARD HAYES BONSAI STUDY 
GROUP: —HELD THE SATURDAY AFTER 
THE THURSDAY NIGHT CLUB MEETING. 
VARIED LOCATIONS TO BE AN-
NOUNCED AND HELD AT MEMBERS 
HOMES.  TOPIC OF DISCUSSION WILL 
BE A FOLLOW-UP TO THE THURSDAY 
NIGHT PRESENTATIONS. 

 

February 11– Club meeting, 7 pm  

February Host—Sally C. 

February Mini-show: any bonsai dem-
onstrating  Windswept style.. 

February 20th - Soil Mixer and Juniper 
collecting, 9 am, Kevin and Hattie’s 
House. 

 February 13th - Asian Festival.      

February 23:  Native plant society. 
Topic: 
UTSA's Monarch Research Project   
 6:30 pm – Native plant/seed ex-
change & social time 
7:00 pm – Program, Lions Field. 

February 26 – 28th - Spring Home and 
Garden Show. 

 
 

BONSAI CALENDAR 
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PROGRAM CORNER 
David W. 

redhawkbonsai@yahoo.com 
 

. 
    This month at our February 11th 
meeting we will be showing the why 
and how to repot.  This is very helpful 
information, especially for beginners.   
 
The club will be putting on a display at 
the Asian Festival on Saturday,     
February 13th.  This is one of our      
biggest   displays for the club so try to 
attend!   
 
The next Saturday, February 20th, the 
club will be having a soil mixer at Kevin 
& Hattie’s house.  More information on 
that at the meeting, this is definitely a 
“the more the merrier event”.  This 
event benefits both the club and the 
m em bers  b y  p r ov i d i n g  go o d             
pre-screened bonsai soil.  (Which is 
something you’ll have learned about at 
the meeting!) 
 
And last but not least, we have the 
Spring Home & Garden Show on   
Friday through Sunday, February 26th-
28th.   Gonna be a busy month y’all!  
 

RYAN 

January Monthly Tips 
David W 

redhawkbonsai@yahoo.com 
 
         Are you prepared for the new growing 
season? It is closer than you think! Keep your 
eyes on your deciduous trees, you want to 
root prune/repot them before the buds start 
swelling. It’s risky if you do root pruning after 
the buds have opened and there is new 
growth of leaves.  The window of opportunity 
can come and go real fast for us. If you have 
several to do, then you can do like I do and 
start repotting them in early February and   
protect them from temperatures that get below 
45. 
           When root pruning, remove 1/3 to 1/2 
of the roots and leave the fine hair roots. If the 
branches need wiring or pruning, do it before 
you repot, because it is easier to shape them 
without leaves (remember to check the wire 
throughout the growing season as they will 
“cut in” as the tree swells with new growth).  
Make sure you tightly wire your repotted trees 
into their pot. We want to protect our newly 
potted tree from the seasonal high winds.  
Along with wiring the bonsai into the pot, I add 
the support of rocks around the base of the 
tree, be careful not to harm the roots. The first 
few weeks after repotting are a crucial time for 
the new roots; you must anchor the tree to the 
pot securely!  The newly growing roots are 
delicate, so do NOT fertilize for a few weeks, 
the new soil will have plenty of nutrients.  
           After you repot, bring it out to get some 
well deserved filtered or shaded sun for few 
days, and then place it accordingly to the 
needs of the species. Watch out for cold 
weather that might come screaming in during 
the end of winter, be prepared to shelter those 
trees if needed.   
           Wait for a few weeks or so before you 
start trimming and pinching the new growth. 
Trimming branches increases branching and 
lets the light in so your plant will stay healthy. 
The more you trim and pinch, the better the 
ramification becomes. Trim the new branch 
down to 2 or 3 leaves; continue this through-
out the growing season. When trimming       
remember the basics, remove crossing, 
spokes, and the up & down branches.     
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CURRENT MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR  
THE SAN ANTONIO BONSAI          

SOCIETY 
 

$30 individual 
$50 family 
$25 senior 

$40 senior family 
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                      continued from page 2 
 
           Before trimming, check a species refer-
ence guide to see when it should be trimmed, 
we don’t want to cut off any branches too soon 
that might be flowering &/or fruiting. 
 
           Watch the soils every day so they do not dry 
out. All soils must be free draining. It is best to 
screen all your soils to promote good drainage, air 
flow and to get rid of the “fines” or dust.  A good 
mix should be around 50% organic such as pine 
bark or fir bark and/or Akadama, some good       
potting soil, and 50% inorganic such as, granite, 
Haydite, Kanuma, expanded shale, or coarse sand. 
Adjust your formula accordingly to suit each      
species. Experiment with your own combinations 
and see what works best for your trees.   
 
           Inspect the bonsai from top to bottom. With 
the warmer weather we have during “winter” we 
should inspect for ANY and all insects and treat   
accordingly. I try to apply the practice of “an ounce 
of prevention”, I treat with insecticide and apply 
fungicide at least once every 4 weeks. If you      
discover an infestation, treat according to the label 
of the pesticide. 
                                 DAVID                                                                                                      

                   BONSAI SOIL 
                        By John R. 
                         A follow-up to the January program 
 
           Trees normally thrive in the ground.  Man      
devised the idea to grow them in containers.  Our  
Bonsai are being asked to grow in an unnatural       
environment, the small confines of a bonsai pot.  
When a loose, well draining soil mixture is used, it  
creates an environment into which the tree can easily 
grow new roots while confined in a pot. 
           Because the growing space in a bonsai       
container is limited, it is important that soil placed into 
it performs perfectly. 
           There are many recipes for bonsai soil, every-
one has their own idea for the perfect mixture.  In my 
article, I will give a soil recipe that uses basic            
ingredients and is fairly easily obtainable locally. 
Any usable soil mixture must perform the       following:  
drain water quickly, aerate the soil,  promote root 
development.          

 
 
      Formula for a basic Bonsai soil mix: 
 
75% INORGANIC, (LAVA, EXPANDED 
SHALE, GRANITE Grit) 
25% ORGANIC (Pine Bark mix) 
           If your growing area is very sunny, add 
more screened pine bark to retain moisture. If 
it is shady, add more shale or lava so the soil 
can dry more quickly. 
           All Bonsai Soil mixes must be screened 
to remove dust.  For most bonsai, the particles 
should be between 1/8” and 1/4 “.  For SHO-
HIN, you can go 1/16 “.  Sifting screens can be 
found at www.stonelantern.com and other 
Bonsai websites. 
           LAVA:  Durable, air spaces momentarily 
hold water and release back to the roots, looks 
good.  Purchase from Chuck Ware in Wimber-
ley, TX @ Jade Gardens, 512-847-2514 or 
Dallas Bonsai :http://www.dallasbonsai.com/ 
in Garland, TX 
           EXPANDED SHALE:  Durable, air 
spaces momentarily hold ,water and release 
back to the roots, looks good.  Purchase at 
Rainbow Gardens, Milberger’s or other local 
Nurseries. 
           PINE BARK:  retains water, easily ob-
tainable from garden center (soil conditioner).  
It does break down. Purchase at Lowe’s, 100% 
Organic Compost, dry and sift. 

Brigadier General Geoffrey P. Wiedeman 
MD, USAF, ret. 

Passed away Jan, 16, 2016 in San Anto-
nio, TX. He was 98. 
32 Years of distinguished service– re-
tired and worked as a civilian physician 
at Brooks, AFB until ‘89. Volunteered 
and served as a chairman for the San 
Antonio Zoo for 2 yrs.  Early in his 80’s 
learned he had a talent for watercolor 
using animals as his subjects. 
          He was a charter member of the 
San Antonio Bonsai Society and main-
tained a very nice collection. 
          Prune on General, your friends will 
miss you. 
          His full obituary is on the website. 

http://www.stonelantern.com
http://www.dallasbonsai.com/


 

TRANSPLANTING 
       a series developed and presented in  BONSAI TODAY, Issue 17, 1992-1 

      Authors:  
Ioo Nishikawa, Taisaku Nomotoo, Akira Kansaku, Toshio Onishi, Tokuyi Yoshioka, Eiji Sueda, Hideyi 

Kanda, Taiyu Ezaka,   Hiroshi Takeyama, Noboru Futayama, Saburo Kato, Noboru Kaneko,  Sugi 
Mitsuya, Koji Kubota, Kihachiro Kamiya, Goro Innan, Juyo Ioneia, Mikio Oshima, Tokugiro Ocutani, 

Sugi Yoshida, Kooji Onishi, Masahiko Kimura, Kioyi Yoshida 
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All correspondence should be addressed to: 
San Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc. 
            P.O. Box 6658 

                 San Antonio, Texas, 78209 
 

                           The San Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc. is a member of the Lone Star Bonsai Federation, Inc. 
                                         Bonsai Clubs International, and the . American Bonsai Society, 

SABS is a non-profit 501c (3) organization 
 
 

Newsletter editor: Donna  D, two2views@yahoo.com 
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The informal upright style (Moyogi) is 
considered the most popular shape in all 
bonsai, especially suited to our native 
Ashe Juniper. 
 
Our logo, represented by this informal 
style stands for the informal nature of 
the San Antonio Bonsai Society, Inc. 
This popular, interesting style depicts 
the objectives of the Society—promoting 
participation and enjoyment of Bonsai. 
The emblem was adopted as the official 
logo in September, 1977. 

mailto:two2views@yahoo.com.
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